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EXPERIENCE 

Thomas Pongetti has more than fifteen years of experience in atmospheric observations.  He has 

played a key role in all stages of FTS remote sensing at both Table Mountain and Mount Wilson 

Observatories and the in situ measurement network of the Megacities Carbon Project. He has 

made major contributions to instrument design and the infrastructure of the remote sensing and 

in situ sites at mountain observatories and several roof top and tower sites in the LA basin.  He 

has proficiency in optical systems, detectors, coatings, and alignments; recently serving as the 

optical ground support engineer on the OCO-3 TVac testing.  His automation of the control and 

data acquisition of the CLARS-FTS and FTUVS has allowed for continuous operation every 

clear day of the year.  He possesses intimate knowledge of every level of the atmospheric 

absorption retrieval process and plays a key role in the algorithm development for all data 

products originating from these spectrometers.  He has organized, formatted, and quality checked 

the large data sets so new data is quickly shared with other users or posted publicly.  In addition 

to his scientific R&D contributions he also serves as the site engineer at the CLARS and FTUVS 

observation facilities leading in all electrical, optical, and mechanical endeavors at each location. 

 

EDUCATION 

 M.S., Physics, CSU Fullerton       2005 

 B.S., Physics, CSU Fullerton       2001 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology 
  Technologist       2016- present  

Scientist       2009–2016 

  Technical Staff      2002–2009  
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